
Dear Friends and Neighbors,

It is an honor to serve you in the state House. 
We hope you will find this newsletter infor-
mative as we provide an update on some of 
the progress we have made over the past two 
legislative sessions. As your state represen-
tatives, we have made it a priority to build 
strong relationships with members on both 
sides of the aisle in order to enact good pub-
lic policy. 

Although we are in the minority in Olympia, 
we have found success by putting people 
before politics and working in a bipartisan 
fashion on issues such as education, the envi-
ronment, mental and behavioral health, public 
safety, data and privacy protection, economic 
development, and much more. 

This year, we both played a key role in pass-
ing historic legislation – House Bill 2282 will 
enforce net neutrality rules in our state, and 
House Bill 3003 will aim to bring communi-
ties and law enforcement officers together 
over the controversial use of deadly force. 

As you read through this newsletter, please 
don’t hesitate to contact us with questions, 
comments and ideas. We are here to serve 
you year-round, and want to work with you 
to make our district and state a better place 
to live.

We look forward to hearing from you, and 
thank you for taking the time to read this 
newsletter.

It is an honor to serve you.
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A Hirst fix clears way for passage  
of historic capital budget
The Legislature’s top priority from day one of the 
2018 session was passing a long-term fix to the state 
Supreme Court’s disastrous Hirst decision. For nearly 
two years, the court severely curbed development 
in rural communities across the state, putting the 
dreams of thousands of Washingtonians on hold. 
Fortunately, the Legislature successfully negotiated a 
solution within the first two weeks of the 2018 ses-
sion. However, it did not resolve the situation in the 
Skagit River Basin, where water rights have been tied 
up since a 2013 lawsuit. While that was deeply disap-
pointing to Reps. Smith and Hayes, both lawmakers 
remain committed to pursuing a responsible, long-
term solution for Skagit. Earlier this year, they co-
sponsored House Bill 2937 to restore access to water 
in Skagit, but the bill was never given a hearing.

However, Smith and Hayes strongly supported and 
were successful in securing a $2.5 million capital 
budget investment to conduct mitigation projects and 
research potential solutions, and worked to create the 
Joint Legislative Task Force on Water Supply in the 
Skagit region.

Passage of a Hirst fix paved the way for passage of 
the 2017-19 capital budget. The two-year, $4.2 bil-
lion budget will allocate $949 million for K-12 school 
construction, $926 million for higher education 
facilities, and $180 million for community-based and 
institution-based mental health facilities and support-
ive housing in the Housing Trust Fund. Early in the 
2017 session, Rep. Smith and Rep. Strom Peterson, 
D-Edmonds, were asked by the chair and ranking 
members of the House Capital Budget Committee to 
take on the behavioral and mental health portion of 
the budget. Their collaborative work with stakehold-
ers led to record investments across the continuum of 
care.

Projects in the 10th District funded by the capital 
budget include:

 • $4 million to establish a mental and behavioral 
health facility in Oak Harbor;

 • $750,000 for the restoration of Windjammer 
Park in Oak Harbor;

 • $750,000 to conserve 54 acres of undeveloped 
tidelands and forests on Whidbey Island’s 
southeast shoreline;

 • $500,000 to create additional parking in the 
Mukilteo ferry and waterfront area; and

 • $300,000 toward the Whidbey Island Youth 
Project, a relocation of the Boys & Girls Clubs 
in Oak Harbor and Coupeville out of aging 
facilities.

 

Transportation funding keeps 
Washington moving ahead
With near unanimous approval in the House 
and Senate, the Legislature passed an $826 
million bipartisan supplemental transportation 
budget that brings the state’s total statewide 
transportation allocations to just over $9.3 bil-
lion for the 2017-19 fiscal cycle.

Up to $2 million 
is provided to 
keep the Hyak 
ferry in service 
past its October 
2018 planned 
retirement so 
that it can be 
used on the Clinton-Mukilteo run while the 
Tokitae is out of service for four months of 
warranty work. The Hyak will also be used on 
the Anacortes/San Juan Islands route while the 
Samish is out for servicing. Nearly $13 million 
is provided for renovations to the Mukilteo 
terminal, including solar panels. An additional 
$2.8 million is provided for road improvements 
to the Clinton terminal.

The transportation budget provides for im-
provements on State Route 532 from Camano 
Island to I-5 and State Route 525 in the Freeland 
area, new paving on State Route 525 from Lake 
Hancock to Bayview Road, and completion of 
the State Route 9/Pilchuck Creek Bridge.
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Working to protect your privacy
Protecting Washingtonians’ privacy and data is one of Rep. Smith’s top 
priorities. Since 2015, she has introduced eight bills seeking to give 
individuals more control of their personal data, and to demand greater 
accountability and transparency from those who seek to profit from 
monetizing it.

In 2016, a bill Smith sponsored to create the state Office of Privacy and 
Data Protection became law. Last year, her bill prohibiting utilities from 
selling customers’ energy usage data also became law, as did her bill to 
regulate the collection and use of biometric data by state agencies.

While she has met significant opposition from big data businesses in 
her fight to provide greater privacy protections and more transparency, 
she remains fully committed to ensuring your concerns are put first 
and your voice is represented in the big data economy.

Environmental stewardship must be a top priority
Smith has also been instrumental in advocating for long-term environ-
mental stewardship policies that recognize the responsibility we have 
to the generations that will follow us. 

 • In February, Rep. Smith was recognized by the Washington State 
Forest Health Advisory Committee for her continued work to “help 
advance healthy, productive and safe forests for Washington’s cur-
rent and future generations.” Smith has been a champion for forest 
health funding in the capital budget, which addresses the most at-
risk forests in our state.  

 • After working with stakeholders for years, Smith authored language 
creating a first-of-its-kind in the nation solar panel stewardship pro-
gram in 2017. The program became law as part of Senate Bill 5939.

 • This year, the Joint Center for Deployment and Research in Earth-
Abundant Materials (JCDREAM), which was established by a Smith 
bill, received additional funding to increase its reach and impact. 
Smith believes finding responsible alternatives to rare earths and 
other conflict materials – which are often acquired in ways that 
leave a well-documented legacy of environmental damage and hu-
man rights violations – must be a priority. This issue is critical for 
our national security, energy independence, and environment.

 • During the 2018 session, Smith introduced House Bill 2914, which 
would have taken essential steps toward more sustainable recycling 
in Washington state. As China shifts its policies regarding the ac-
ceptance of our waste, Smith believes we must adopt policies that 
recognize the need to manage the consequences of our own con-
sumption. While HB 2914 passed the House unanimously, it did not 
receive a vote in the Senate before the session ended. Smith says 
she will bring the issue forward again in 2019.

REP. NORMA SMITH

Passing historic net 
neutrality legislation
After the Federal 
Communications Commission 
(FCC) voted to repeal net neu-
trality rules last year, Smith 
immediately began working on 
a bill to protect consumers in 
Washington state. When she 
learned Rep. Drew Hansen, 
D-Bainbridge Island, also in-
tended to introduce legislation, 
they joined forces to work as 
a bipartisan team, negotiating 
each step of the process togeth-
er. Their efforts were ultimately 
successful.

House Bill 2282 received over-
whelming bipartisan support in 
both chambers and was signed 
into law in March, becoming 
the first state law in the nation 
to address the issue. HB 2282 
will preserve a fair and free 
internet in Washington state, 
while protecting consumer 
choice and ensuring entrepre-
neurs and small business own-
ers can remain competitive in 
the global marketplace.

“This is not a partisan issue here,”  
Ms. Smith said. “Everyone is concerned 
about equal access to the internet and  

being able to participate in the  
21st-century economy.”

Kang, Cecilia. (2018, January 11).  
States Push Back After Net Neutrality 

Repeal. The New York Times.  
Retrieved from http://www.nytimes.com



Addressing the opioid crisis
Across the state, opioid addiction has become an 
epidemic, and parts of the 10th Legislative District 
have become focal points of this crisis. Over seven 
days last summer, 37 people in Snohomish County 
overdosed on opioid drugs, and three died. 

This session, Rep. Hayes led the effort in the 
Legislature to address the opioid problem under 
House Bill 2287. The measure sought to create a 
pilot program in Snohomish County to provide treat-
ment and counseling to voluntary patients, and to 
also connect them to other services, such as housing 
and employment assistance. It would re-purpose an 
existing work release building in Everett to house 
44 beds (32 men and 12 women) for the program.

Although the bill passed unanimously in the House, 
it stalled in the Senate. Rep. Hayes moved forward, 
however, to secure $800,000 in the budget to fund 
the Snohomish County diversion center and save 
lives.  

Hayes brings groups together to 
facilitate use-of-force compromise
After legislation did not move forward in the 2017 
session regarding law enforcement use of deadly 
force, a group named “De-Escalate Washington” 
formed and gathered enough signatures to bring 
Initiative 940 to the Legislature. The measure sought 
to change the state’s justifiable homicide statute, 
which says an officer who acts in “good faith” and 
“without malice” (such as evil intent) cannot be 
convicted of a crime for using deadly force. The 
initiative sought to remove the language regarding 
“malice” and re-define “good faith.” This would have 
removed provisions that protect officers who are 
faced with a situation that necessitates the split-sec-
ond decision to use deadly force. Reps. Smith and 
Hayes did not support changing current law, but 
were very concerned for law enforcement lives that 
could be put at risk if I-940 passed.

As a law enforcement officer, Rep. Hayes used his 
expertise to bring together and facilitate negotia-
tions between De-Escalate Washington and repre-
sentatives from the law enforcement community. 
This resulted in a compromise agreement – House 
Bill 3003 – which removes reference to “malice,” but 
ensures language that sufficiently protects officers 
who act within their training 
by re-defining “good faith” to a 
nationally recognized standard. 
Unfortunately, the bill was over-
turned by a Thurston County 
court. However, the decision is 
expected to be appealed to the 
state Supreme Court, which could 
decide whether I-940 goes to the 
November ballot.  

REP. DAVE HAYES

Rep. Dave Hayes greets the 
young men and women 

of the United States Navy 
serving in Washington 
who came to the state 
Capitol to be honored  
during “Navy Day.”

“We must continue to address this opioid crisis as a 
top priority, and we must do so in a holistic manner 
by focusing on prevention and treatment along with 
provision for enforcement efforts of illicit drugs, as 
well as prescription pain killers.”  - Rep. Dave Hayes



While Reps. Smith and Hayes supported the 2017-19 
operating budget, they were largely disappointed by 
the 2018 supplemental operating budget that was 
adopted this year.  

First, the good news in the budget:

• $825 million for K-12 education – most of it for 
new salary allocations in the 2018-19 school year.

• $800,000 for a new opioid diversion treatment 
center in Snohomish County – money Rep. Hayes 
secured in the budget for this pilot program.

• Due to the state bringing in an additional $2.3 bil-
lion over the next four years, a proposed carbon 
energy tax and capital gains tax were both averted.

Here’s why Smith and Hayes voted against it:

• It increases spending by $1.8 billion over four 
years. That’s a 16 percent increase over the 2015-
17 operating budget, which is unsustainable, and 
leaves an ending fund balance of only $103 mil-
lion out of a projected $50.1 billion budget in 2021.

• It raids the state’s “rainy day fund” to pay for 
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teacher salaries when the Legislature could have 
used existing surplus funds to cover those salaries 
and protected the rainy day fund for emergencies. 

• Meager property tax relief – 30 cents per $1,000 
assessed valuation in 2019 – and only for that year.

• It fails to provide additional protection for kids 
in our schools. Rep. Hayes offered an amendment 
to provide $30 million for additional school re-
source officers in K-12 schools, but it was rejected 
on a near party-line vote, with only one Democrat 
– a former law enforcement officer – voting in 
favor.

Smith and Hayes say they are very concerned with 
such a low ending fund balance, a depletion of the 
rainy day fund, and a massive spending increase that 
creates a new, unsustainable baseline of spending. 
They believe this poor fiscal policy sets up the state 
for deep cuts, tax increases or both if the economy 
slips into a recession as economists have predicted 
may happen within five years.
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2017-19  
operating budget 
makes historic 
investments in  
K-12 education
Last year, Reps. Smith and 
Hayes supported the 2017-
19 operating budget due 
to its record investments 
in K-12 education. House 
Bill 2242, which was rolled 
into the budget, invests 
$7.3 billion more into 
schools. For the first time 
since the early 1980s, more 
than 50 percent of the 
operating budget is now 
dedicated to K-12 education. In fact, by the end of the 2019-21 biennium, the Legislature 
will have increased K-12 education spending by a whopping $13.3 billion since the 2011-
13 biennium — a 99 percent increase!

Supplemental operating budget spends too much, saves too little 
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We are here to serve you! 
We work for you not only when the 
Legislature is in session, but throughout 
the year. Please always feel free to call, 
email, send us a letter or set up a meet-
ing with us. We look forward to hearing 
from you.

Get connected, become involved!   
The best ideas in the Legislature often come from constituents. We truly 
have a citizen Legislature – a place where ordinary people can accom-
plish extraordinary things. 

If there is one takeaway we want to leave you with in this newsletter, it 
is that you can make a difference. In this age of technology, you don’t 
have to spend a lot of time in Olympia to be influential. You can make 
a difference from our northwest corner of the state.

Here are some ways to get involved in the legislative process and state 
government: 

■ Legislative Hotline  ............... 1-800-562-6000
■ governor.wa.gov ..................... Governor’s office | (360) 902-4111
■ leg.wa.gov ............................... Legislature and visiting the  

Capitol Campus  
■ access.wa.gov ....................... State agencies, boards and  

commissions    
■ tvw.org ................................. TV Washington 
■ apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo ....... Bill information  

(you can post comments) 
■ leg.wa.gov/civiced .................. Civic education for kids, 

college students and teachers

RepresentativeNormaSmith.com .. Rep. Norma Smith | (360) 786-7884
RepresentativeDaveHayes.com .... Rep. Dave Hayes | (360) 786-7914
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